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PETROL, DIESEL PRICES
REMAIN UNCHANGED
FOR 453RD DAY IN CHENNAI

CHENNALI: In Chennai, the price
of a litre of petrol and diesel has
been constant over the last 539
days at Rs.102.63 and Rs. 94.24
respectively. petrol and diesel
prices still remain unchanged,

The government has approved the
practice of daily determination of
fuel prices in line with
international crude oil prices.

Henceforth. oil companies are
regulating petrol and diesel prices
on a daily basis, keeping a check
on fluctuation.

MA SU WRITES TO CENTRE TO EXTEND
COUNSELLING FOR VACANT PG MEDICAL SEATS

—_—

. % A o
i
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o
CHENNAI: After the approval for
conducting an additional round of
counseling for filling the vacant
MBBS seats in Tamil Nadu, the state
government has written to Union

Health Mimstry to allow counselling
for admission to post Graduate
Medical - DNB and MDS seats in the

State of Tamil Nadu as a total of 12¢
seats are vacant.Health minister Ma
Subramanian wrote to the Union
Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
stating that the counseling for
admission to Post Graduate Medical or
DNB and MDS Seats in the State of
Tamil Nadu has been completed on
25th October, 2023. The minister said
that even after the end of four rounds of
counscling, 69 seats in MDand MS, 11
seals in DNB and 48 seats in MDS
courses are still vacant.He requested to
allow Tamil Nadu Medical Selection
Committee to conduct an additional
round of counseling for PG MD, MS,

DNB and MDS seats also and
consequently direct the National
Medical Commission and Dental
Council of India to extend the last date
for Post Graduate admissions.Ma
Subramanian thanked the Union
Health Ministry to agree and allow for
additional round of counseling for All
India Quota and the state quota MBBS
seats, which is being taken up now,

He added that filling up of the PG seats
will not only help the needy students in
getting admission to the PG courses
but also will be helpful to the medical
education in the State.
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SEVERAL PARTS OF TN TO RECEIVE
HEAVY RAINFALL IN NEXT TWO DAYS

CHENNAL: Several parts of Chennai
received light to moderate rain during
the moming hours of Thursday as an
atmospheric downward circulation
prevailed over the Kanniyakumari
coastal regions, Under the existing
weather conditions, the regional
meteorological centre forecast light to
moderate rainfall with thunder and
lightning at most places. The Regional
Meteorological Centre issued an
orange warning with very heavy
rainfall to the Nilgins, Coimbatore,
Tenkasi, Kanniyvakumari, and
Tirunelveli. Meanwhile, a yellow
warning was issued to other districts

for the next two days.Heavy to very
heavy rain is expected at one or two
places over Kanniyakumari,
Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, the Nilgiris, and
Coimbatore. Kallakurichi, Cuddalore,
Mayiladuthurai, Thanjavur,
Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Tirupur,
Erode, Theni, Dindigul, Madurai,
Virudhunagar, Thoothukudi,
Ramanathapuram, Sivagangai.
andPudukottai are also expected to
receive heavy rain.On Wednesday, the
Nilgiris recorded the highest amount
of 23 em of ramfall, while 15 ¢m of
rainfall was recorded in Coimbatore.
Tirunelveli reported 14 cm of rainfall.

while Erode and Tiruppur received 12
cmofrainfall each.

Among the neighbouring districts of
Chennai, parts of Cuddalore and
Chengalpattu received 5 cm of rainfall.
while several parts of Chennai
received 3 em of rainfall.Chennai is
likely to witness a cloudy sky with the
possibility of moderate rain or
thunderstorms for the next two days,

The city is expected to experience a
maximum temperature of 32 degrees
Celsius, and the minimum temperature
is expected to be about 25 degrees
Celsius.

EPS DEMANDS EQUAL BONUS, EX-GRATIA
FOR COOPERATIVES’

8 o=

s
i '
CHENNAL Leader of Opposition
Edappadi K Palaniswami on Thursday
charged that the Tamil Nadu
government was biased in announeing

Deepavali bonus and ex-gratia towards
the employees of the Cooperative

Banks and Primary Agriculture
Cooperative Credit Societies (PACS).
He demanded the government to
announce 20% bonus and ex-gratia to
them on par with the government
employees. The state government, on
November 7.announced a 10% bonus
and ex-gratia to employees of
Cooperative Banks and PACS. while it
announced 20% for the government
employees. It was unfair for treating
the workforce of the cooperative banks
and PACS indifferently, Palaniswami
said in a statement. The Co-operative

EMPLOYEES

banks and PACS have been playing a
crucial role in implementing various
schemes for the and
development of the farming
community. Besides, the government

welfare

is giving the bonus from the available
PACS,
noted. The former CM has also msisted

resources [rom the he
the government should look into the
pay revision that was put for 34
months. The DMK government should
not delay this anymore and demanded
the government to implement the pay
revision with not less than 20% hike.

You Do Not Find The Happy Life. You Make It
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TAMILNADU

TH ANNOUNGES A 20 PERGENT DEEPAVALI
BONUS FOR TASHAC EMPLOTEES

-

CHENNAI: With Deepavali
celebrations just days away, the Tamil
Nadu government has announced a

bonus of 20 percent for Tasmac
employees. A total of 25.824 employees
stand to benefit. This announcement has
been made after an agreement was
reached in the meeting held at
November 3 with Chief Minister
Stalin.Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Stalin made an announcement Lo
provide bonus and ex- gratia for the
financial year of 2022-23 in the year
2023-24,

SEVERAL PARTS OF MADURAI WITNESS SEVERE
WATERLOGGING DUE TO HEAVY RAINS

MADURAIL Waterlogging occurred in
several areas of Madurai following
heavy rainfall in the area.
Waterlogging was also seen in various
parts of Thoothukudi city in Tamil
Nadu.The heavy rain also triggered
landslides in some districts of the state.
A landslide occurred on the road near
Kunjappa-Panai in Coimbatore as
heavy rainfall continued in the region.
Similarly, a landslide occurred on the
Metiupalayam highway in Kotagiri
Mettupalayam, causing mudslides and
fallen trees. A landslide also took place

on the third bend leading from Kotagiri
to Mettupalayam in the area under
Mettupalayam. This caused a traffic
disruption, At present, Mettupalayam
Police, Fire Department and Highways
Department are engaged in removing
mudstones and trees that have fallen on
the road. The vehicles from Kotagiri
going to Mettupalayam are being sent
by the police via Coonoor. Due to
heavy rain in lower Kothagiri, NMR
Mountain train No. 06136
Mettupalayam - Udagamandalam train
and Train No. 06137 Udagamandalam

- Mettupalayam train of today
(09.11.2023) have been
cancelled.Several distriets in Tamil
Nadu declared a school holiday on
Thursday due to heavy rainfall in the
state. Schools will remain closed in
Coimbatore, Nilgiris, Dindigul, and
Madurai as per orders issued by
their respective district magistrates.
According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). isolated heavy
rainfall is very likely to continue over
Tamil Nadu on November 9, with a
significant reduction thereafler.

DEEPAVALI SPECIAL BUSES WILL
OPERATE FROM GHENNAI TODAY

———

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
government has announced special
buses to clear the extra rush of
passengers during the Deepavali
festival.The special buses will be
operated from Chennai to several
destinations across the state for 3 days,
from today ( Thursday) to November 11,
An additional 1.365 buses are expected
to be operated along with the 2.100
buses that are normally run daily. A total
of 4,675 special buses are ready for
operation, according to reports.Special
buses will be operated today from
Madhavaram New Bus Station,
K.K.Nagar Municipal Bus Stand,
Tambaram Anna Bus Stand,
Poonamallee Expressway Bus Stand,
and Koyambedu Bus Stand Reports add
that mare than 1 lakh people have made
reservations so far. As the fares of
government buses were kept low, many
people came forward to travel.

COURT MUST FOLLOW CONSTITUTIONAL
MORALITY, SAYS UDHAY’S COUNSEL

%\
(S IS |

CHENNAL Senior counsel P Wilson
contended that the court has to be
guided by constitutional morality and

not by societal morality, while
defending Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin in a quo warranto petition filed
by Hindu Munnani.The counsel
appeared before Justice Anita Sumanth
and cited a previous judgment in a case
filed against BJP functionary and actor
Kushboo for her speech about
premarital sex. The counsel contended
that the court protected Kushboo's
freedom of speech even though her
speech was nonpalatable to
others. Wilson also objected to the
petitioner's claim that 80 per cent of the

people in the socicty are binding with
Sanatan, It was also contended that
Article 25 and 19 of the Constitution
has allowed anyone to profess atheism
and protect freedom of speech. If
Sanatan is a religious tenet then | have
the right to propagate not to follow
Sanatan, argued the counsel.The
counsel submitted that Udhayanidhi 1s
a follower of Periyar and hence called
to eradicate Sanatan on the basis of the
his anti-Sanatan Dharma speech. After
submission, the matter was adjourned
to Friday (Nov 10) for hearing.

MATTER OF SERIOUS CONCERN: SC ON TN GUV'S

DELAY IN CLEARANCE OF VARIOUS

CHENNAIL: The Supreme Couwrt on
Friday expressed serious concerns at
the Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi
over the delay in clearance of several
bills passed by the legislature and
Government orders that were sent by
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
and State Government.A bench of
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra issued notice to the Centre and
sought the assistance of the Attorney
General or Sohicitor General in the
matter. The bench posted the matter for
further hearing on November
20.Senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi,

appearing for the Tamil
Nadu govermment, pointed
outthat 12 bills passed by the
Assembly were pending
with the office of Governor
R N Ravi.The Tamil Nadu
government urged the top
court 1o intervene, alleging
that "a constitutional
authority” was consistently
acting in an
"unconstitutional manner
impeding and obstructing” the
functioning of the state government for
"extrancous reasons”."Declare that the
inaction, omission, delay and failure to
comply with the constitutional
mandate by the Governor of Tamil
Nadu/first Respondent qua the
consideration and assent of the Bills
passed and forwarded by the Tamil
Nadu State Legislature to him and the
non-consideration of files,
Government orders and policies
forwarded by the State Government for
his signature is unconstitutional,
illegal, arbitrary, unreasonable besides
malafide exercise of power,” the Tamil

BILLS

Madu government said. The governor,
by "nol signing remission orders, day
to day files, appointment orders,
approving recruitment orders, granting
approval to prosecute ministers, MLAs
involved in corruption, including
transfer of investigation to CBI by
Supreme Court, Bills passed by Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly is bringing
the entire administration to a grinding
halt and creating adversarial attitude
by not cooperating with the state
administration,” it said.On October 31,
the Tamil Nadu government filed a writ
petition in the Supreme Court against
the State Governor over delay in
clearance of several bills. In the writ
petition, the Tamil Nadu government
listed out the 12 Bills that are pending
with the Governor, despite the lapse of
considerable time. The petition has
added files which are all pending with
the Governor pertaining to the accord
of sanction for prosecution and
investigation qua various crimes of
corruption involving moral turpitude
of public servants and files pertaining
to the premature release of prisoners.

Try To Be A Rainbow In Someones Cloud
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CENTRE NOTIFIES APPOINTMENT OF THREE JUDGES IN SC

NEW DELHI: The President has
appointed three high court chief
justices as judges of the Supreme
Court. The names of Justices Satish
Chandra Sharma, Augustine George
Masih and Sandeep Mehta were
cleared by the Centre within a period of
two days after the Supreme Court
Collegium, headed by CII D.Y.
Chandrachud, on November 7
recommended the elevation of these
three high court Chief Justices as the
judges of apex court."The Swearing-
in-Ceremony of Hon'ble Mr Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma, Chief Justice,
High Court of Delhi, Hon'ble Mr
Justice Augustine George Masih, Chief
Justice, High Court of Rajasthan and

Hon'ble Mr Justice Sandeep Mehta,
Chief Justice, Gauhati High Court as
Judges of the Supreme Court of India 1s
proposed to be held on Thursday 9
MNovember, 2023 at 4.15 PM. in the
Auditorium, 3rd Floor,"C" Block.
Additional Building Complex.
Supreme Court Premises," read a
circular issued by the apex court. After
the swearing in of three new judges, the
Supreme Court will function with a full
strength of 34 judges.Justice Sharma
was appointed as a Judge of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court on
January 18, 2008. He was elevated as
Chaef Justice of the High Court of
Telangana on October 11, 2021 and
thereafter. transferred to High Court of

Delhi on June 28, 2022, Justice Sharma
has served as a judge of the High Court
for more than 15 years and as Chief
Justice of the High Court for more than
two years.Justice Masih was appointed
as a Judge of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court on July 10, 2008. He was
elevated as Chief Justice of the
Rajasthan High Court on May
30.Justice Mehta was appointed as a
judge of the Rajasthan High Court on
May 30, 2011. Having attained
seniority in his parent high court, he
was elevated as the Chief Justice of the
Giauhatt High Court and is serving
there since February 15. He has served
as a high court judge for more than 12
years.

NEW CHAPTER IN HISTORY OF UP - CM YOGI
AFTER SPECIAL CABINET MEETING

S

AYODHYA: As the special state
cabinet meeting held in the Holy City
of Ayodhya today concluded, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on that a new chapter
has been added to the history of Uttar
Pradesh."Today a new chapter has been
added in the history of Uttar Pradesh.
The entire cabinet of the UP
government has come to Ayodhya
Dham. An important meeting was held
today regarding the development of
UP. We know that 178 schemes of the
Central and State Goverments worth
more than Rs 30,500 crore are already
running in Ayodhya" Uttar Pradesh CM

Yogi Adityanath said.Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath and his cabinet
colleagues attended the special cabinet
meeting at the Ram Katha Museum in
Ayodhya. "14 important proposals
were brought in the cabinet meeting
today. The first proposal was to
establish an Inland Waterways
Authority in Uttar Pradesh... We have
decided to create this authority at the
state level" the Chief Minister said. The
UP CM also announce the dates of the
Winter session of the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly,"The winter session of the
UP Assembly will begin from
November 28 and the duration of the
session is likely to be a week
long."Earlier, CM Yogi visited the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir
construction site in Ayoedhya. The
Chiel’ Minister and his cabinet
colleagues also offered pravers at
Hanumangarhi Temple and at the site
of Ram Lala Virajman. This is the first
time the state's executive body had
gathered in the holy city. The
Ramkatha museum was decorated

grandly. Posters of Lord Shri Ram and
Lord Hanuman werre put up in the
cabinet meeting hall. UP Police had
tightened security and deployed the
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the
temple town.

The decision to hold the cabinet
meeting in Avodhya coincided with the
anniversary of two events. On
MNovember 9, 1989, the first foundation
stone of the temple was loid, and on
November 9, 2019, the Supreme Court
paved the way for the temple's
construction. In addition to the
religious aspects, the cabinet meeting
focused on development initiatives and
preparations for the upcoming
Deepotsav celebrations in Ayodhya.

I'he cabinet meeting also came ahead
of the much-awaited consecration of
the idol of Lord Ram in the temple,
which will take place on January 22,
2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will also take part in the consecration
ceremonies, along with several seers.

PINARAYI VIJAYAN’S ONLY AIM IS MONEY: CONGRESS

KOCHI: Kerala State Congress
President K. Sudhakaran on Thursday
slammed Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, saying that he is now a

changed personality and his only aim is
money. K. Sudhakaran hails from
Vijayan's home town and is his old
college mate and an arch political rival,
"In the SNC Lavalin scam, in which
Vijayan was involved and the case is in
the apex court, it was his party which
took away the large sum of money,”
Sudhakaran, who represents the
Kannur Lok Sabha seat, said during a
party meeting in Trissur."But today.
Vijayan who hails from my place and is
a college mate of mine was never like

this before. Today. his only aim is
money, money and more money, It
doesn't matter how it comes as long as
it comes from one way or the other.
Things have come to such a stage now,
that he will go down as the most corrupt
chief ministers India has ever seen. It's
really shameful." Sudhakaran said.He
urged the party workers to ensure that
they have to work for the betterment of
the party as the CPI-M has a well-oiled
party machinery and the Lok Sabha
polls are round the corner.

CENTRE NOTIFIES APPOINTMENT OF
ADDITIONAL JUDGE I GAURATIHIGH COURT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday issued a notification
appointing advocate N. Unni
Krishnan Nair as an additional judge
of the Gauhati High Court, pursuant
to a recommendation made by the
Chiet Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud-led Supreme Court
Collegium."In exercise of the power
conferred by clause (1) of Article 224
of the Constitution of India, the
President is pleased to appoint Ski N.
Unni Krishnan Nair, to be an
Additional Judge of the Gauhati High
Court, for a period of two years with
effect from the date he assumes
charge of his office." said a
notification issued by the Union
Ministry of Law and Justice.The
Supreme Court Collegium had
recommended Nair, along with
advocate Kaushik Goswami, for
appointment after the Collegium of
the Gauhati High Court had
unanimously forwarded its
recommendation on May 29 this year.
Last week, the President had only
appointed advocate Goswami to be
anadditional judge of the Gauhati
High Court for a period of two
vears,On Monday, the Supreme Court
had asked the Centre to stop the
selective 'pick and choose' approach
i appointments to the higher

judiciary and warned the Attorney

General that it might pass orders on
the judicial side which may not be
"palatable" if this problem is not
taken care of by the Union
government. The SC Collegium on
October 18 said that it has consulted
"colleagues conversant with the
alTairs of the Gauhati High Court to
ascertain the fitness and suitability of
these advocates for elevation"In
relation to advocate Krishnan Nair,
all the four consultee-judges gave a
positive opinion unanimously and
noted that the candidate has extensive
practice which is reflected in his
substantially high professional
income and a large number of
reported judgments delivered in cases
in which he appeared or
argued.Further, the SC Collegium
brushed aside an adverse observation
made by the Department of Justice in
the file saying that the same should
not come in the way of the
recommendation of a candidate,
particularly when the government in
its assessment has fairly put on record
a report that nothing adverse has
come to notice against his integrity.
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EUROPE’S TOP COURT ADVISOR BACKS

$14 BN TAX CASE AGAINST

LONDON: Advocate General

Giovanni Pitruzzella, an adviser to
Europe's top court. recommended on
Thursday that an EU court make a
new assessment in the 13 billion
euros ($14-billion) tax case against
Apple.The opinion of Advocate

General Pitruzzella is not binding on
the court but 1s critical for the long-
running case, according to
reports. The tax case against Apple,

spearheaded by the EU antitrust chief

Margrethe Vestager, has significant
implications for corporate tax
liabilities.In May this year, EU
competition regulators appealed to
the Court of Justice of the European
Union (CJEL) to overtum a previous
ruling and order Apple to pay a
record-breaking $14 billion in Irish
back taxes.In July 2020, Apple scored
a big win when Europe's sccond
highest court rejected an EU order for
the Cupertino-based iPhone maker to

APPLE

pay $15 billion in Irish back
taxes. The case goes back to August
2016 when the European
Commission said that Apple
benefited from illegal tax benefits in
Ireland from 2003 to 2014.1n 2016,
the EU ordered the iPhone maker to
pay almost $15 billion in back taxes
to Ireland as it believed Ireland had
not been collecting enough taxes and
instead had been giving companies
like Apple too big of a break on its
already low 12.5 per cent tax
rate. Apple reportedly moved its cash
to the small island of Jersey off the
south coast of England to avoid
further Irish taxation.

IMMATURE HARDWARE CHANGES WILL BADLY HIT

NEW DELHI: The India Cellular and
Electronics Association (ICEA) on
Thursday said that any forced
mandate to implement "immature”
hardware changes will make the
Indian mobile industry a "costly
experimental ground" and will
adversely impact the country's
mobile manufacturing efforts. The
Telecommunication Engineering
Centre (TEC) under the Department
of Communications (DoT) 1s
evaluating the adoption of the
Telecommunications Standards
Development Society-adopted ATSC
3.0 standard and equipping
smartphones with this hardware to
receive live TV signals without
cellular networks. Tech giants like
Samsung, Qualcomm and Nokia,
among others, have opposed the new
standard, saying that doing so will
increase the cost of a smartphone by
at least Rs 2.500.Pankaj Mohindroo,
Chairman of ICEA, said in a
statement that they welcome

INDIAN MOBILE MANUFACTURING

innovations and standards that
provide larger choice and betler
offerings to the Indian customers and
let the market forces decide adoption,
"We have, however, always taken a
stand against mandates of technology
adoption especially if they are
immature, not proven and increase
the cost of ownership of mobile
devices for India," Mohindroo
said.”We believe any forced mandate
at this stage will make the Indian
mobile industry a costly experimental
ground which we can ill-afford," he
added. A mobile device is designed
for the global market in line with
globally-accepted technologies
based on 3GPP standards. According
to an ICEA letter written to DoT, it
will be impossible to have space in
the device itself to introduce new
telecom generations of services like
5G. 6G. Satellite, ete if manufacturers
need to support legacy technologies
indefinitely."The design and
manufacture of mobile phones to

What we thin

INDUSTRY: ICEA

incorporate ATSC 3.0 will adversely
impact mobile manufacturing efforts.
The inclusion of any technology
which is not proven and globally-
acceptable goes against the market
forces and will derail the pace of
domestic manufacturing and the most
important exports for the exchequer,”
the letter read. The export of mobile
phones from India currently 1s about
$11 billion and we are aiming to
become the largest exporters of
mobile phones. The ICEA said in the
letter that the cost of adding ATSC 3.0
chips would incrementally increase
the cost per phone, which, in turn,
"would have to be passed on to the
consumer","Moreover, ATSC 3.0
Hoes not appear to be favoured by
konsumers, if there is a demand for
this feature, manufacturers would
ave responded to that demand. To
he best of our knowledge, as ATSC
3.0 is not available in commercial
form anywhere in the world, no major
nobile handset manufacturer has
incorporated this technology across
the globe." the ICEA argued.The
hssociation requested the TEC to
konsider all aspects during the
pdoption process of ATSC 3.0."No
INTSC 3.0-capable phones are
pvailable as of date anywhere from
fny major handset OEM.

Actual deployment scenarios have
1ot been analysed, so the actual
feasibility 1s unknown and potential
Fhortcomings have not been
identified or analysed. We would urge
I'EC to carefully evaluate the impact
lof ATSC 3.0 on mobile phones," said
the ICEA.

k, we become

LOGISTICS UNICORN XPRESSBEES
NET LOSS SURGES 6X TO OVER
RS 180 CR IN FY23

NEW DELHI: B2B logistics service
provider Xpressbees saw its net loss surging
to over six times in FY23, owing to higher
cash burn.The Supam Maheswari-led
startup reported a net loss of Rs 180.4 crore
in FY23, an increase of 566 per cent from Rs
27.1 crore in FY22, reports Startupnews.
The operating revenue for FY23 grew 33
percent to Rs 2.531.5 crore, from Rs1,904.4
crore in FY22. Initially, Xpresshees was the
logistics arm of ecommerce firm FirstCry,
but the former was spun out as a separate
entity in 2015 under Busybees Logistics
Solutions.Earlier this week, Xpressbees
raised $80 million from Teachers” Venture
Growth (TVG), the investment arm of
Ontario Teachers' Pension Plan. The
Canadian pension fund acquired a stake in
the Pune-headquartered startup at about
§1.4 billion valuation, according to reports.

This investment will be used to help drive
further growth for the Xpressbees platform
and support the company's management
team with their future ambitions, the
company said in a statement. Xpressbees
turned unicorn after a $300 million round in
February 2021. The logistics platform
provides supply chain solutions including
B2B/B2C express delivery service, cross-
border logistics. and warehousing services
to c-commerce. pharma, heavy industrics.
and banking institutions,

INTERGLOBE’S E-AIR TAXI
TO TAKE WINGS IN 2026

NEW DELHI: InterGlobe Enterprises on
Thursday said it along with Archer Aviation
plans to launch an all-electric air taxi
service across India in 2026.0nce launched.
the InterGlobe-Archer flight will aim to
take passengers from Connaught Place in
the national capital to Gurugram in Haryana
in approximately 7 minutes whereas by
road, the 27-kilometre-long trip will take
60-90 minutes. according to a release. Both
companies have entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the goal of partnering to launch and
operate an all-electric air taxi service in
India. subject to appropriate regulatory
approvals and clearances.InterGlobe
Enterprises is an Indian travel conglomerate
and the country's largest airline IndiGo is
part ofit. Archer Aviation is a leading player
in clectrie vertical takeofl and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft. The two companies plan
to launch an all-electric air taxi service
across the country in 2026. "In addition to
urban air taxi services, the parties plan to
pursue a variety of other use cases for the
electric aircraft in India, including cargo,
logistics, medical and emergency services,
as well as private company and charter
services,” the release said.
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DHARMAPURI DISTRICT AUTHORITY BANS
PARISAL SERVICE IN HOGENAKKAL RIVER

DHARMAPURI: The Dharmapuri
district administration has banned the
operation of Parisal (Coracle) service
in the Hogenakkal Cauvery river,
considering the safety of the public and
tourists.In the Dharmapuri district, il
the water inflow is more than 8000
cubic feet per second in the
Hogenakkal Cauvery River, the
district administration usually imposes
a ban on the operation of Parisal
(Coracle) for safety reasons. As per the
reports of Thursday morning, the
Hogenakkal Cauvery River is flowing
at a rate of 11.000 cubic feet per

second. due to which, the district
administration banned the operation of
Parisal (Coracle) service in the
Hogenakkal Cauvery River.However,
there is no restriction on tourists and
the public for bathing in Hogenakkal
waterfalls. Officials of the Central
Water Commission have informed that
due to continuous rains in the Cauvery
catchment areas and forest areas on the
borders of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,
the flow of water in the Cauvery River
may increase.Meanwhile, a large
number of tourists are expected to visit
Hogenakkal during the Diwali holiday.

TAMIRABARANI-KARUMENIYAR-NAMBIYAR
INTERLINKING WORK 90 PC OVER: SPEAKER

.

MADURAI: The much-awaited
Tamirabarani river interlinking project
to benefit people and farmers in
Tirunelveli and its neighboring
Thoothukudi district 1s nearing
completion. M Appavu, Speaker of
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly,
said on Thursday after inspecting the
project work at Arasur and
Edayankudi village.The
Tamirabarani-Karumeniyar-
MNambiyar interlinking flood carrier
channel was a dream project of the late
M. Karunanidhi, former chief
minister. The project, which took off in
2009, was aimed at diverting the flow
of surplus water of Tamirabarani, the
perennial river in Tirunelveli, to

benefit drought affected areas,
including Nanguneri, Radhapuram,
Thisayanvilai, Sathankulam,
Udangudi and Tiruchendur.Farmers
relying on around 30,000 hectares of
land in these areas would benefit from
the project, for which Rs 369 crore was
allotted initially and when works
covering the cost of Rs 205 crore were
executed till 2011, the project did not
take off after the AIADMK came to
power, which's in effect for 10 years.
he told reporters.Under the DMK
regime, Chief Minister MK Stalin
allocated additional funds to execute
the project in time and around 90 per
cent of the works have been completed
50 far. Two men filed cases in the High
Court concerning land ownership at
ML Theri and the state government is
taking steps to succeed in the case and
i's hkely to be over in another six
months.Further, he said catering to the
needs of people and farmers. CM
Stalin-led government is releasing
surplus water from dams. VSR
Jagadeesh, chairman, District
Panchayat, officials from PWD and
representatives of local bodies were
present during the inspection.

VELLORE FORT TEMPLE, ASI
AT LOGGERHEADS AGAIN

4

/I
VELLORE: The ongoing war of words
between the Archacological Society of
India (ASI), which maintains the

historic Vellore Fort, and the
Jalagandeswarar Dharmasthabanam
Trust, which administers the
Jalagandeswarar temple, intensified on
Thursday after an official of the
government body ordered the trust to
vacate the temple's rooms. where
cooking utensils for 'Annadhanam’
were stored.The four-decade-old
peaceful atmosphere of the temple was
first vitiated when ASI refused
permission to the temple trust o park
the Rs 5-crore temple car in front of the
old bus stand. The stand-off continued
with ASI conservation assistant Akalya
complaining to the Vellore North
police about the trust occupying a room
inside the temple which was not
handed aver for renovation even after

repeated requests. Sources revealed
that the room was used to store various
items used by the temple Following the
tussle. Vellore RDO chaired a peace
committee meeting in which it was
decided that both sides should make all
requests in writing. "The room once
repaired should be handed back to the
temple/trust,” the RDO said. However,
things took a twist when ASI
superintendent Kalimuthu
accompanied by the media visited the
temple and demanded to know why the
temple was providing "Annadhanam'
on the lines of a hotel with tables and
chairs. He ordered that these be
removed From the
premises. Meanwhile, trust secretary A
Suresh Kumar told DT Next, "We have
been requesting in writing the ASI for
the last 10 years to allow us to use any
of the numerous vacant rooms
available on the premises for which
there has been no response ftill
date."However, the ASI official who
visited the temple said the request for
use of a vacant room would be
considered."We will be happy if at
least the big room inside the Kalyana
Mandapam adjacent to the temple is
givento us." Suresh Kumar said.

HEAVY RAIN LIKELY IN 12
DISTRICTS OF TAMIL NADU

CHENNAIL: The Regional
Meteorological Centre, Chennai,
predicted heavy rain in 12 distriets of
Tamil Nadu today due to an
atmospheric downward circulation
prevailing over the Kanmiyakuman
coastal regions.Accordingly, heavy
rain is likely at one or two places in
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Thanjavur. Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Mayiladuthurai, Pudukottai,
Sivagangai, Ramanathapuram,
Virudhunagar, Thoothukudi.
Thenkasi, Tirunelveli and
Kanmyakumari.Chennai and 1ts
suburbs likely to experience light to
moderate rain today. the RMC added.

DPH URGES PUBLIC TO TAKE PRECAUTIONARY

CHENMNAI: The Directorate of Public

Health and Preventive Medicine
(TNDPHPM) has issued precautionary
measures to avoid accidents during
Deepavali. A circular from the
Directorate advised the public to burst
crackers in open spaces and make sure
that there is no combustible or
inflammatory substance around.
Fireworks should be stored in a closed
container and public should not wear
long and loose clothes as they are likely
to catch fire, the circular said.lt is
important to make sure that children
bursts crackers under the supervision
of parents, it stated and added that

MEASURES DURING FESTIVAL

people with any kind
of respiratory
problems should
stay indoors.The
cireular instructed
the public to not light
crackers in hand and
to never burst
crackers near
electric poles and
wires. It is advisable
that half burnt
crackers are not
thrown as they may
fall on an inflammable object and
ignite fire. All the Deputy Directors of
Health Services have been requested to
ensure that All PHCs inecluding
upgraded PHCs. Sub district Hospitals,
District Headquarter hospitals and
Medical College hospitals should be
kept ready and the needy drugs for
burns and 1V fluids are available.
Tertiary care centres should have blood
and blood products and ensure
availability of surgeons and plastic
surgeons. Any untoward incidents
should be reported to the email
dphepid@nic.in.

BIG YOU SOMETIMES HAVE TO TAKE BIG RISKS
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SPOKE LIKE A C-GRADE MOVIE STAR NCW
CHIEF FUMES AT BIHAR CM NITISH KUMAR

NEW DELHI: The chairperson of the
National Commission for Women
(NCW). Rekha Sharma, came down
heavily on Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar over his 'derogatory’ hirth

control remarks in the state
assembly. Lashing out at the Bihar CM
over his statement that girls should
acquire education to ensure that sexual
intercourse doesn't result in unplanned
pregnancies once they get married, the
NCW chiefsaid, "Bihar CM spoke like
a C-grade movie star on the floor of the
Assembly. His remarks were remarks
and his choice of words were hurtful.,
His conduct doesn't behove a chief
minister, His words sounded more like
a dialogue by a C-grade actor than a
CM. Even worse were the men
(members) sitting behind him and
laughing at his words. The speech.
coupled with his hand gestures, almost
made it into a crude joke." She
demanded that the Bihar CM's remarks

be expunged from the Assembly's
records."As distasteful as the CM's
words were, what's worse is that his
remarks have been expunged from the
Assembly’s records as vyet. The
Speaker should intervene in the matter
and have his words expunged,” the
NCW chairperson said. Sharma also
frowned on the women members in the
Bihar Assembly for not staging a
walkout in protest of the CM's "vulgar’
remarks in the House. During a debate
on caste census in the ongoing Winter
Session of the Assembly, Nitish made
bizarre remarks while underscoring
the need for girls' education to check
population growth in the state.The
remarks drew outrage from the BJP as
well as the National Commission for
Women (NCW), which demanded that
he tender an unconditional
apology.Chaotic scenes ensued in the
Assembly the day after, as Opposition
members, led by those of the BIP.
rushed to the well raising slogans
against the CM over his birth control
remarks. In the line of Opposition fury.
the Bihar CM later apologised for his
remarks in the Assembly. "I tale back
my words and do apologise to anyone
who 1 may have offended with my
remarks.” Kumar told reporters as the
BIP members prevented him from
entering the Assembly.

TELANGANA ASSEMBLY POLLS: BJP
RELEASES LIST OF 14 CANDIDATES

NEW DELHI: The Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) on Friday released a list of
14 candidates for the upcoming
assembly elections in Telangana. The
party has fielded Ramchander Rao
from Malkajgiri and Deshpandey
Rajeshwar Rao from
Sangareddy. Ramchander Rao is a
member of the BIP Executive
Committee, and President of the BIP's

Hyderabad unit. He is also a member of

the Bar Couneil of India. He served as
the Member of Telangana Legislative
Council (MLC) for Hyderabad. Ranga
Reddy and Mahabubnagar Graduates'
Constituency from 2015 to 2021.This
is the BJP's fifth list of candidates for
the Telangana assembly polls. Earlier
on November 7, the BIP released its
fourth list of candidates. The list
comprised of 12 names including
prominent leaders like former
Karimnagar and former Zilla Parishad
Chairperson Tula Uma (Vemulawada)
and Bomma Sriram Chakravarthy
(Husnabad).On Thursday, the Central
Election Committee of the Congress
Party released its final list of candidates
for the ensuing elections to the
Telangana assembly.The party has
fielded Katta Sreemivas Goud from
Patancheru Assembly constituency,
Mohammed Mujeeb Ullah Shareef in

Charminar, Bathula Laxma Reddy in
Miryalaguda. Ramreddy Damodar
Reddy in Suryapet and Mandula
Samual in Thungathurthi constituency
(which 15 a reserved seat for the SC
commumity ). The Congress released its
first list of candidates on October 15,
As per the first list, state president and
MP Revanth Reddy will contest from
the Kodangal Assembly constituency,
while Adam Santosh Kumar will
contest from Secunderabad. Tickets
were also allocated to V Subhash
Reddy (Yellareddy) and Chalamala
Krishna Reddy (Munugode), who
recently joined the BJP from the
Congress. Telangana is set to witness a
triangular contest between the BIP, the
ruling Bharat Rashtra Samithi, and the
Congress in the upcoming assembly
election, Tel will go to assembly
elections on November 30 and
counting of votes. along with those of
four other poll-bound states, has been
scheduled for December 3.In the
previous Assembly election in the state
in 2018, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS), previously known as Telangana
Rashtra Samithi {TRS), won 88 of the
119 seats, hogging 47.4 per cent of the
total vote share.

The Congress came in a distant second
with just 19 seats.

STRONGEST BILATERAL PAHTNEHSHIP EVEH SAYS BLINKEN AS 2+2 DIALOGUE BEGINS

NEW DELHI: As the fifth India-US
242 Ministerial Dialogue begins in
New Delhi, the United States Secretary
of State Antony Blinken has deseribed
the partnership between the two
countries as the "strongest ever.""It is
always wonderful to be here in India.
We are building a remarkable year of
engagement... We have not only the
strongest bilateral partnership we've
ever had, but also a regional one, and
indeed, a global one that was further
evidenced by India's leadership for the
(520 this year." Blinken said."We have
a lot to do, including with our defence
colleagues. | think it's further evidence
of our resolute focus for the United
States on the Indo-Pacific, our region
for the future; the future is actually
now, and we're building it together
with India," he added. The External
Affairs Minister. S8 Jaishankar
welcomed US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and said that this visit
(of Secretary Blinken) has a particular
significance as a follow-up would be
done on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's June visit and President Biden's
September visit."So Secretary Antony
Blinken, let me welcome you, this is
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your third visit this year... This visit {of
Seerctary Blinken) has particular
significance because we need to follow
up on Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
June visit and President Biden's

September visit. This is a 2+2
Ministerial Dialogue, so we take a
broader view of what we are doing" the
External Affairs Minister said.
Jaishankar also mentioned about the

G20 Summit that took place under
India's chairmanship in September at
Bharat Mandapam here in the national
capital."We had a very successful G20
Summuit in September, and 1 do want to
thank you. the US government, and
President Biden on behalf of Prime
Minister Modi, because 1 think without
the strong support which the US gave
us, [ don't think we would have gotten

the consensus and the outcomes that
we did. So | think it's important that |
mention that." Jaishankar
said. Jaishankar said that a broader
view of what the nations are doing
when it comes to bilateral partnership
would be taken up."As QUAD
members, we will discuss the Indo-
Pacific, and finally, we will look at the
global regional issues and what is
happening in West Asia and the Middle
East, as it is a big concern right now. |
look forward to discussing those and
other issues with vou," he added.The
dialogue will provide a platform for
top-level discussions between the US
and India, addressing critical bilateral
and global matters, with special
emphasis on developments unfolding
in the Indo-Pacific region.

The 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue is a
diplomatic summit held every year
since 2018, with the Minister of
External Affairs and the Defence
Minister representing India the
Secretary of State, and the Secretary of
Defence representing the United
States.The discussions centre on
common issues of concern between the
two countries.
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EDUCATION

UGC NOTIFIES REGULATIONS FOR FOREIGN

VARSITIES TO SET UP

Close on the heels of Australia’s

Western Sydney University
announcing plans to establish an
independent campus in Bangalore, the
University Grant Commission (UGC)
on Tuesday notified regulations
permitting foreign universities ranked
among the world's top 500 to set up
branch campuses in India, decide their
admission process, fee structure, and

also repatriate funds to their parent
campuses. Two or more than two
universities can collaborate to set up
campuses in India, provided each
institution meets the eligibility criteria
individually. Each foreign university
can set up more than one campus in
India. However, they shall make a
separate application for each proposed
campus to the commission.The

guidelines were notified almost 10
maonths after the draft was made public
for feedback. Based on the inputs, the
final regulations have been tweaked.
For mnstance, the final rules mandate
that foreign universities should ensure
that international faculty appointed to
teach at the Indian campuses stay in the
Also, the final rules have increased the
time period for the standing committee
to process applications from 45 days to
60 days, The recommendations of the
committee should be placed before the
UGC in 60 days, as opposed to 45 days
in the draft regulations. country for at
least a semester.Further, “foreign
universities cannot open learning
centres, study centres, or franchises

that may act as representative offices of”

the parent entity to undertake
promotional activities for their
programmes in their home jurisdiction
or any other jurisdiction outside India.
They are required to seek approval
from the commission before starting
any new programime on their campus
in India”, the regulations said."No

INDIA CAMPUS

programmes can be offered online orin
Open and Distance Learning modes
under these regulations. However,
lectures in online mode not exceeding
10% of the programme requirements
are allowed.” it added.Foreign
institutions need not pay any annual
fees to the UGC other than the one-
time application fces.

They shall set up their campuses using
their own infrastructure, land. physical
resources and human resources,
Foreign universities may provide on
their Indian campuses full or partial
merit-based or need-based
scholarships and fee concessions to
Indian students.

While this is in step with the National
Education Policy, 2020, which
envisages a legislative framework to
allow top global universities to operate
in India, attempts made in the past,
including by the UPA government,
faced resistance, including from the
BJP, which was in the Oppaosition then,
andthe Left parties.

Max Bupa's new avatar, Niva Bupa brings in a new era for India.

INTRODUCING

niva

Health Insurance

moments that life has to offer.

[Ty koA S M S Health (sutanos O L)

30 Minutes**
Cashless Claim
Processing

30

Yy indagi ko claim kar le

§ Say *Hi to us on WhatsApp: 9811956696 @ J3E0T00 daga o ® Website: www.nivabupa.com

Niva Bupa Health Insurance Company Limited (Tormarly known as Max Bupa Health Insurance Company Limited) IRDAI Reg. No. 145, "Bupa’ and 'HEARTBEAT logo are
ownors and are being used by Niva Bupa Health insurance Company Limited under license. Registered Office: C-98, Finst
Floor, Lajpat Nagar |, New Delht-110024. CIN U660000LI006PLCIE2D1E. Webiite: www.nivabupa.com. Fax: + 8111 30902010, Customer Helpline No.: 1860-500-8888
**Niva Bupa proceises pre-auth within 30 minutes for ail active policies. subject to recelving all documents and information(s) up to Niva Bupa's satisfaction. The
above commitment does nol include pre-authorization settiement at the time of discharge or system outage. SNumber of natwork hospitals shown is an approximats
figure and s subject to change without prior notice, please visit our wabsite to access latest and updated list of netwark hospitals. For more dotalls on terms and

d travch s of their

e

Digital Claim ¥
¥

Reimbursement Hospltals®

7900+ Network

An era in which health insurance is not merely a tool to help
you with your claims in the event of injury and hospitalisation.
Instead, it's what sets you free. Free to claim the assurance of
good health. Free to claim the confidence to step out and do
the things you dream of. And, to claim the countless magical

Zi

Niva Bupa
Health App

ndag’ ko

claim

le



R.Dis.No.1077/2022 RNI Number: TNBIL/2020/79792
12 poubsi 2023 Guol Ggr Lineir L&siD - 24

12 NOVEMBER 2023 METRO PEOPLE PAGE - 24

GI&G:IGDGJI GCanargGauiieo HUSH PURR ,&g)uu Gﬁ]wrr

Iig_SHpU RR 4%

o @)g,sa cmmlmun
]
® e

Pramerica

LIFE MSURANCE

£ MRIS6IT LMg|Smliy. aFsitement GeuengGeuled 2_cren Hush Purr émiy efpnesine
SIMIGEIT (P &AW G &) 6uLb. Gembrio Media & Entertainment Pvt Ltd

Boesnsger Managing Director sssnm ss@won Slsurrsst
98.8%

DMILD [Higens Bawad LT SHehEs esneor® HAmiilsseorT.
@emLullev

@nLuy

e flemws Bsmyed

&

[ o g (T 11 i 618
: >

STEMSIT MU SHTLEM OHNID HLobems HIMIGET SDSHLLEn6T

e g wpoib Fuehrer Capital Pvt. Ltd Boieuensgein
s pems e, B sroLmeTETagL eLpeoLd Ll (JLDLDTETOTL LDNEDT [FLESHT SemeoetiLpm

Bems LILIETUTRIGST eTenLD SHemedLiLlled meuLbum 5 @muibm)s&Lpsmio
SiebTm)| DTET SHEDOTETUTTLOEMED LDeiTMGHED Lbmemed 6:30 Lbetofiéd
8afiBs mewLOUNNE. BHmLssdy semeosipreiso Fuehrer
Capital Pvt. Ltd gneearsder eafluisener afipn
Gwelemiseamed GO&eTTefl&sUULLTTG .

“MOUNT CHAMBERS” (Office No.F) 2nd Floor, Door No.190, old No.758A, Anna Salai, Chennai - 600 002.

Published & Printed by S.SUDHA, on behalf of GEMBRIO MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
Printed at CHENNAI OFFSET PRINTERS, No.19/1, 21/2, Kithabath khan bhadur Street Ellies Road, Chennai 600 002. Editor : S.SUDHA




