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FACTORIES

Holistic Health Care

 Occupational Health Centre (OHC)
* Pre-Employment Medical Check up (PEMC)

* Annual Health Check up
e Customised Health Check up

* Health Camps
* Factories Tie up for Employees Emergency

VAR T ';
- | |
A 0

LT e

e [MoveFit Centre
(Pain Prevention And Management)

* Vaccination Program

Promoters
Fromoters JAYALAKSHMI
Dr.0.V.Jayakumar A Unitof @ BALAKRISHNAN
Group

Mrs.Sudha Sukumar
Managing Director Director (Medical)

JEEVAN SUMYUKTHA HOSPITAL PRIVATE LIMITED

@ care@jeevanhospitalsmwc.com
jeevanhospitalmwc.com

P14/3, 2nd Avenue, Domestic Tariff Area, Mahindra World City, Chengalpet - 603002

O 044-27460044 /50 @ +91 95662 29933 / 75400 75055 / 94455 38851
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Max Bupa’s new avatar, Niv

help you with your claims in the event of injury and hospitalisation. Instead, it's what sets you free. Free to claim the
assurance of good health. Free to claim the confidence to step out and do the things you dream of, With its unmatched
benefits like 30 minutes cashless claim processihg, digital claim reimbursement and a network of over 7600
hospitals®, Niva Bupa will give you the freedom to claim the countless magical moments that life has to offer.

@ say i to us on WhatsApg: 9811956696

22 brings in a new era for India. An era in which health insurance is not merely a tool to

@ Helpine: 1860-500-1000

@ website: www.nivabupa.com
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CHENNAI J

PETROL, DIESEL PRICES
REMAIN UNCHANGED
FOR 453RD DAY IN CHENNAI
- r

CHENNATI: In Chennai, the price
of a litre of petrol and diesel has
been constant over the last 567
days at Rs.102.63 and Rs. 94.24
respectively. petrol and diesel
prices still remain unchanged.

The government has approved the
practice of daily determination of
fuel prices in line with
international crude oil prices.

Henceforth, oil companies are
regulating petrol and diesel prices
on a daily basis, keeping a check
on fluctuation.

PASSENGERS STAY PUT IN
CHENNAI AIRPORT AS 22
FLIGHTS GET CANCELLED

CHENNAI: The poor footfall and
shortage of pilots at the Chennai airport
have resulted in cancellation of 22
flights - 11 arriving flights, 11 departing
flights - on Wednesday. This
development has put the passengers at
the airport in a fix. In addition to this,
over 10 flight timings have been
changed. Flooding in several parts ofthe
city may have posed a difficulty for the
passengers to commute to the airport.
Sri Lankan Airlines flight bound to Sri
Lanka (6:45 AM) and several Indigo
carriers bound for cities such as Pune,
Vijayawada, Coimbatore, New Delhi
and Kochi have been cancelled.
Similarly, flights towards Ahmedabad,
Andaman and Thoothukudi have been
delayed by two hours. Airport
authorities are confident that the
services would resume normally from
evening.
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CYCLONIC MICHAUNG
STORAGE LEVEL IN TN
RESERVOIRS UP BY 50%

e T Lt ]

CHENNAL Cyclonic storm Michaung
that unleashed a heavy downpour in
northern districts and Chennai since
Sunday late evening has filled the
reservoirs and tanks in Chennai and the
northern districts. It also aided fast
filling up in 450 tanks within a day. The
water level reached the optimum
storage capacity in Cholavaram (1,081
mcft) and Thervoy Kandigai (500 mcft)
and the authorities continue to discharge
the surplus water. The level went
beyond 91% in Puzhal (Red Hills) and
Chembarambakkam (storage capacity
of 3.645 mcft and 3,300 meft
respectively). In Poondi reservoir, the
level stood at 87.37% as against its
storage capacity of 3,231 meft.

NO FOOD, 5-FOOT WATER
IN HOMES, MOST
SUBURBS MAROONED

[ e B o - - -
CHENNAI: Cyclone Michaung lived
up to its name of being strong and
wreaked havoc on the city, Most houses
in the suburbs were flooded by up to 5
feet of water on Monday and Tuesday.
People were being rescued on boats and
taken to relief camps.Houses in
Varadharajapuram, Mudichur,
Mudichur CTO Colony, Gundumedu,
Amudam Nagar, and Rajapah Nagar,
Peerkankaranai were flooded
completely. In some places, the water
level was so high that the ground floor of
the building was under water. Thilak
from Peerkankaranai said, "My
daughter runs a dental clinic in the
house. Due to the rain, the ground floor
was flooded. All the equipment was
damaged." Since the stagnated water
level on the streets and homes in
Mudichur, CTO Colony., and
Varadharajapuram was high, rescue
teams arrived with boats to take
residents to flood-relief camps. In
Amudham Nagar, and Toll Plaza in
Vandalur- Minjur Outer Ring Road, the
water level was up to 3 feet.Police
stopped the movement of vehicles
temporarily as most cars and bikes were
stuck on the Outer Ring Service Road.
Traffic was also affected in ECR as the
road caved in at several palaces in
Punchery near Mahabalipuram. The
SETC and Pondicherry bus services
were stopped in ECR and all vehicles
were diverted to Puducherry via
Maduranthagam. Wading through the
water that reached their chest,
Mannivakkam residents lamented over
the apathy of government officials who
had not helped them in any way as water
entered around 600 houses in Thangavel
Nagar and Ganesh Nagar. "Even basic
amenities like water and food were not
available. A few youngsters had to go
many streets away to get drinking water
and food," one of the residents said.

VANDALUR Z00 FLOODED
BUT ANIMALS SAFE

CHENNALI: Animal enclosures
and some portions of Arignar
Anna Zoological Park in
Vandalur are flooded and a lake
inside the zoo is overflowing.
However, zoo animals are

said the zoo
management in a press note. [t
also said that Cyclone
Michuang had caused damages
to the property and some
portions of the zoo were
flooded. It also resulted in
around 30 trees being felled.
"Despite several employees
unable to reach the zoo, feeding
of the animals and ensuring the
safety of the enclosures was
ensured by utilising the
available staff. No animal was
harmed and all enclosures are
intact," the release said.
However, the compound walls
on either side of the Vandalur-
Kelambakkam Road were
damaged 50 metres long in four
locations, which caused
localised flooding along these
stretches. Otteri lake inside the
zoo is also overflowing, and
damaged compound wall to a
length of 30m, which led to
flooding of low lying areas.
Water levels inside the zoo are
continuously being monitored,
and excess water is being
drained out of the enclosure
with the help of motor pumps.
"The drainage system is being
cleared of debris to ensure the
proper drainage of rainwater in
the channel, All steps are being
taken to clear the debris and
remove the fallen trees," the
release added.

intact,

You Do Not Find The Happy Life. You Make It
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TAMILNADU

SPECIAL TRAINS ANNOUNCED FOR
KASHI TAMIL SANGAMAM: CHECK DEETS

CHENNAL In view of the second 'Kashi
Tamil Sangamam' festival scheduled in
Varanasi from December 17 to
December 30, 2023, seven pairs of
special trains from important stations,
including Dr. MGR Chennai Central,
Kanyakumari, and Coimbatore Jn, have
been annoucned by Southern Railway to
make it easier for delegates from
Southern India and the general public to
go to Varanasi.

Train No. 06101, Dr MGR Chennai
Central- Varanasi Special will leave Dr
MGR Chennai Central at 10.45 hrs on
15th December and reach Varanasi at
04.30 hrs. In return Train Neo. 06102
Varanasi - Dr MGR Chennai Central
Special will leave Varanasi at 23.20 hrs
on 20th December, and reach Dr MGR
Chennai Central at 16.45 hrs.Train No.
06103, Kanyakumari- Varanasi Special
will leave Kanyakumari at 20.55 hrs on
16 th December and reach Varanasi at
(4.30 hrs, In return, Train No. 06104
Varanasi - Kanyakumari Special will
leave Varanasi at 23.20 hrs on 22 nd
December and reach Kanyakumari at
11.50 hrs.

Train No. 06105, Coimbatore- Varanasi
Special will leave Coimbatore at 04.30
hrs on 19th. December and reach
Varanasi at 04.30 hrs. In return, Train No.
06106 Varanasi - Coimbatore Special
will leave Varanasi at 23.20 hrs on 24 th
December and reach Coimbatore at
02.30 hrs.

Train No. 06107. Kanyakumari-
Varanasi Special will leave
Kanyakumari at 20.55 hrs on 20th
December and reach Varanasi at 04.30
hrs. In return direction, Train No. 06108
Varanasi - Kanyakumari Special will
leave Varanasi at 23.20 hrs on 26 th
December and reach Kanyakumari at
11.50 hrs.

Train No. 06109. Dr MGR Chennai
Central- Varanasi Special will leave Dr
MGR Chennai Central at 10.45 hrs on
23rd December and reach Varanasi at
04.30 hrs. In return, Train No. 06110
Varanasi - Dr MGR Chennai Central
Special will leave Varanasi at 23.20 hrs
on 28 th December, and reach Dr MGR
Chennai Central at 16.45 hrs.

ILL-PREPARED DMK GOVT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PEOPLE'S SUFFERINGS: EPS

N B\

CHENNAL: Reiterating that the DMK
government should publish a white
paper on the storm water drain project
carried out in the state capital, Leader
of Opposition Edappadi K
Palaniswami on Friday demanded the
government to act swiftly to drain the
stagnated water from residential areas
to restore normaley from the impact of
heavy rain triggered by cyclonic storm
Michaung.

The DMK government was
responsible for the miseries of the
people of Chennai and neighbouring
districts in the aftermath of cyclonic
storm Michaung, which triggered
heavy rainfall four days ago,
Palaniswami told the media person

ahead of his meeting with senior party
functionaries from Kancheepuram,
Tiravallur, Chengalpet and Chennai
regarding the impact of the cyclonic
storm.Apart from pumping out water
from low-lying areas, the government
should take measures to remove the silt
and garages to prevent spread of
(communicable) diseases in affected
areas. The government should conduct
medical camps. The government
should also expedite the work to
restore power connection and
normalcy, he said.

He added that the ATADMK regime
under his leadership followed the
precautionary measures ahead of the
northeast monsoon to avert flooding

and waterlogging issues. "We had
deputy IAS officers for each zone on
August 15 to review the low- lying
arcas and take appropriate measures to
prevent waterlogging. Giant motor
pumps had been stationed at low-lying
areas to drain rainwaters. But the
present regime did not take such
measures, resulting in waterlogging in
several residential areas, " he further
said

Palaniswami termed actor Kamal
Haasan a chameleon for not being
willing to criticise the DMK
government. He said that he wants to
contest the Lok Sabha polls in the
DMK alliance.

"l don't consider him (Kamal Haasan)
as a politician. You know what he said
then. Now he wants to contest the Lok
Sabha election on behalf of DMK. He
changes colour faster than
chameleon," he said.

Executive and general council
meetings on Dec 26

The executive and general council of
the ATADMK party would meet on
December 26 at the marriage hall in
Vanagaram. General secretary of the
party Palaniswami, in a statement, said
that the members of the executive and
general council should attend the
meeting without fail..

PROTESTS REACH THE DOORSTEPS OF CITY MAYOR, OTHER ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVES AS RESIDENTS STRUGGLE IN FILTY WATER

CHENNAL Stuck in filthy, stagnant
water and struggling without power or
even food and drinking water since the
torrential downpour during Cyclone
Michaung. patience is running thin
among residents of several pockets in
Chennai, who are increasingly
shedding their usual deferential
attitude towards elected
representatives and unleashing their
wrath on Ministers and MLAs, and
Mayor and ward councillors.

The scale of anger was evident when a

group of residents from north Chennai
besieged the residence of city Mayor R
Priya two days ago, demanding her to
ensure relief works on war footing.
"We are starving without water and
milk, but the corporation is doing
nothing." the charged public told the
Mayor, whose words of assurance did
little to pacify the agitated crowd."As
people's representatives. it is their
responsibility to address the issues we
face.

But for the last three days, we are left
without any help from the
government." accused Sakthi (name
changed), a resident of ward 74 in
Perambur."Power supply was cut off
since Monday, and essential items are
notavailable.

Though Mayor is residing in the same
ward, no steps have been taken to

provide us with basic materials." an
animated resident was heard telling the
Mayor.

Even HR&CE Minister PK Sekarbabu,
a DMK strongman, was not spared
when he visited Veerakutty Street in
Old Washermenpet. The residents
gheraoed him. demanding immediate
relief, including supplying milk and
restoring power.

Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi,
who inspected the flood-hit areas of
Korattur blamed the Corporation
workers of not doing anything to
alleviate their struggle. Egmore MLAE
Paranthaman and Thiru Vi Ka Nagar
MLA Thayagam Kavi, both from
ruling DMK, were among those to face
public ire when they visited their
constituencies.

Try To Be A Rainbow In Someones Cloud
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GOVT BANS ONION EXPORT, NASHIK FARMERS START STIR
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NASHIK: The Centre banned export
of onions with immediate effect till
March 31, 2024, much to the chagrin of
WNashik district farmers who blocked
the Mumbai-Agra highway and
announced an indefinite strike against
auction of the crop at the 15 APMCs in
the district on FridayThe Dircctorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) said
no permission would be granted for
export of onions during this period. The
Centre's move was to stabilise onion
prices in the domestic market. Exports
would be allowed on basis of nod
granted by the Centre to other
countries based on their request. Onion
consignments in the process of export
via the Customs department before the
notification came would be allowed.
The onion farmers blocked the
Mumbai-Agra highway at two
locations in rural Nashik - Umrane and
Chandwad, and also on the Sinnar-
Shirdi highway.A rasta roko was

staged on the Malegaon-Satana road
opposite Satana APMC and near Yeola
APMC on the Ahmednagar-Manmad
road.Traders stayed away from the
country's largest wholesale onion
market at Lasalgaon APMC and other
APMCs in protest. Nashik district
onion traders' association immediately
called a meeting of onions traders in
the afternoon at Chandwad and
decided to observe an indefinite strike
atthe district's 15 APMCs in protest.

Association president Khandu Deore
told TOL, "The centre implemented the
ban suddenly, without taking traders
and exporters into confidence. They
should have informed us a week ago.
What of the orders we have taken
already?"In Satana, farmers locked the
local APMC office for around two
hours. In Chandwad, farmers blocked
the Mumbai-Agra national highway,
affecting vehicular traffic for over an
hour. Farmers' associations alleged the
police used force to remove protesters,
but cops denied the claim.Santu-Patil
Zambre, former north Maharashtra
president of Sharad Joshi- affiliated
Shetkari Sanghatna said it is
unfortunate that the Centre took anti-
farmer decisions whenever the
fetching rates of crops became
good."Farmers have incurred big
losses due to the drop in wholesale
onion prices after imposition of the

minimum export price (MEP) of $800
per tonne (Rs 67 per kg). The average
wholesale onion prices further
declined on Friday. We want the Centre
to roll back the ban in the interest of
farmers, who are already facing
drought-like situations and have lost
their kharif crops,” said Maharashtra
Onion Growers Association president
Bharat Dighole. He said the export still
continued to an extent despite higher
MEP.State agriculture department
sources said that the Centre's decision
to prohibit exports was 'not surprising’'
as Nashik's onion production had been
severely hit due to both unseasonal
rains and drought for the last eight
months. Plantation of kharif and late
kharif onions in Nashik district had
declined by 35% - from 78,000 hectare
to 50,000 hectare this year. Unseasonal
rain and hailstorms on November 26
damaged around 11,500 hectare of the
50,000 hectare of kharif plantation.
This could affect the production and
would further lower the supply in
district APMCs, according to state
agriculture department sources.

Drop in kharif and late kharif onions'
production and the expected rise in
average wholesale onion prices in two-
three months caused Centre to ban
onion export.Solapur APMC trade was
disrupted after auctions were called off
by APMC and commission agents.

CHOOLAIMEDU
N

CHENNALI: The residents of Kamaraj
Street in Choolaimedu urged the
corporation to remove garbage, which
is overflowing the waste bin causing
difficulties to the residents. The
residents complained that the garbage
has only been removed from the main

ESIDENTS ASK GCC TO CLEAR

'

road, but not from the streets. The issue
also leads to mosquito menace and
other health issues, they said.

"The corporation officials and the
vehicles passed through the street
ignoring the garbage," fumes J
Mustafa, a local resident. As the

GARBAGE REGULARLY

garbage can is full, public are throwing
it around the can, which is causing
troubling the nearby residents with the
stench.

Denizens complain that the waste is
not taken from their houses for the past
few days so they are forced to leave it
around the trash bin. They request the
officials to make arrangements for the
proper disposal.

During the rains, the water had entered
into houses in the area and a lot of
things were destroyed, which are to be
removed from the houses, But, there is
no space to throw it due to the
overflowing waste bin, complains the
residents.

When contacted, ward member N
Ramalingam assured that the waste
will be removed soon.

PONMUDY DA CASE: HC
IMPLEADS REGISTRAR-GENERAL

CHENNAI: The Madras High
Court impleaded the Registrar-
General in the suo motu criminal
revision initiated against the
discharge of Minister K Ponmudy
from a disproportionate asset (DA)
case. The administrative side of the
High Court had passed the order to
transfer the DA case file from the
Principal District Court,
Villupuram, to the Principal District
Court, Vellore, noted Justice G
Jayachandran."Therefore, it is
essential that the Registrar-General
of the High Court of Madras is a
necessary party for the
proceedings.”" the judge said and
impleaded the Registrar-General in
the suo motu initiation.Also,
considering the demand from
Ponmudy and the other accused
seeking to serve them the response
filed by the judicial officer who
passed the acquittal order,
regarding the observations made in
the initiation suo motu criminal
revision, the court directed the
registry to serve the response to
them."Undoubtedly, the response
should be made known to the
accused so that cffective
submissions of defence can be put
forth by them," observed the judge.

Minister Ponmudy and his wife
Visalatchi filed the application
secking to serve the response filed
by the judicial officer and to
implead the Registrar-General, as
the transfer of the case file from one
sessions division fo another was
done on the administrative side.On
August 10, Justice N Anand
Venkatesh, who held the portfolio
for hearing cases against
MP/MLAs, initiated the suo motu
revision case against the discharge
of Ponmudy, his wife, and other
accused from the 2002 DA
case.Raising serious questions
about the manner in which he was
acquitted, the judge observed that
the narrative revealed a "shocking
and calculated attempt to
manipulate and subvert the eriminal
justice system”.

Try To Be A Rainbow In Someones Cloud
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AMAZON SUES SCAMMERS FOR STEALING
MILLIONS OF DDLI.AHS VIA FAKE RETURNS

San Francisco: Amazon has sued an
enterprising group called REKK,
which is responsible for stealing
millions of dollars of products from
Amazon's online stores through
systematic refund abuse.

Through the lawsuit, Amazon said it
aims to expose their conspiracy and
hold them accountable for their
fraudulent activity. Protecting
customers and earning the trust of

selling partners are core values at
Amazon.Retail theft is a persistent
problem that plagues online and
physical retailers alike.

"One form of retail theft involves
systematic refund fraud, which
undermines Amazon's ability to
efficiently serve customers and
selling partners. Customers who shop
in Amazon's online stores should be
delighted with their purchases, and if

they are not, they should be able to
easily return the product,” the lawsuit
read. Among other places, REKK
operates a Telegram channel that has
over 30,000 followers, where they
brazenly advertise refund services
that they fully admit are fraudulent.
"In this scheme, bad actors who want
a [ree product (like an iPad) pay
REKK a fee (such as 30 percent of the
product's cost) to obtain a fraudulent
refund," according to the lawsuit.
REKK uses sophisticated methods to
obtain the refund, including socially
engineering Amazon customer
service, phishing Amazon
employees, manipulating Amazon's
systems through unauthorised access,
and bribing Amazon insiders to grant
refunds. The scheme tricks Amazon
into processing refunds for products
that are never returned, instead of
returning the products as promised.
"Defendants keep the product and the
refund. REKK boasts that the
organisation has fraudulently
refunded over 100,000 orders from
retailers (not just Amazon),”

INDIA TECH STARTUPS SEE LOWEST
FUNDING IN FIVE YEARS: REPORT

BENGALURU: Funding in India's
tech startup ecosystem in 2023 has
been the lowest in the last five years,
dropping India's global ranking from
4th to 5th place, a new report showed
on Friday.

The year received $7 billion in total
funding until December 5, a
significant decline of 72 per cent,
compared to $25 billion in the
previous year.

Only two new unicorns were created

this year -- Incred and Zepto as
against 23 in the previous year and
119 acquisitions as compared to 187
acquisitions in 2022, a 36 per cent
drop, as per Tracxn.

The funding declined across all
stages, with late-stage funding
dropping over 73 per cent. followed
by carly-stage funding (70 per cent)
and seed-stage funding (60 per cent).
"While the funding slowdown in
2023 presents challenges for the

Indian tech startup ecosystem, we
remain optimistic about the future.
With favourable government policies
and a fast-growing economy, we
believe India is well- positioned for
success in the years to come," said
Neha Singh, co-founder, Tracxn.
Amid the funding slowdown, India
has dropped from 4th place in 2022
and 2021 to fifth place among the
highest-funded geographies globally
in2023.

The Q4 recorded the lowest funding
0f$957 million to date, marking it the
lowest- funded quarter since Q3
2016. The decline is primarily due to
the biggest drop in late-stage funding.
by over 73 per cent to $4.2 billion in
2023 from $15.6 billion in 2022. The
number of $100 million+ rounds
recorded were only 17, dropping by
69 per cent compared to last year.
FinTech, driven by increasing
smartphone penetration and
government initiatives towards a
cashless economy, has received $2.1
billion in funding so far in 2023, a dip
from $5.8 billion from the same
period last year, said the report.

What we think, we become

FRESH DETAILS EMERGE IN SAM ALTMAN’S
SURPRISE OUSTER FROM OPEN-AI

OpenAl

SAN FRANCISCO: The ouster of Sam
Altman by the previous OpenAl board was
the culmination of several issues around
Altman's strategic manoeuvring and a
"perceived lack of transparency” in his
communications with directors, the media
reported. At one point, during the
discussions about Altman's possible return
as CEQ, he offered to publicly apologise for
"misrepresenting some board members'
views in conversations when he was
lobbying for a director's removal," reports
Bloomberg, citing sources."But the board
was concerned that an apology in relation to
one incident could make it sound like it was
the sole reason he had been fired," the report
added. The OpenAl board is currently doing
an independent investigation into what
happened during Altman's ouster,"We look
forward to the findings of the board's
independent review. Our primary focus
remains on developing and releasing useful
and safe Al, and supporting the new board as
they work to make improvements to our
governance structure," an OpenAl
spokesperson was quoted as saying Board
members began talking about whether to
remove Altman earlier in the fall." The board
had heard from some senior executives at
OpenAl who had i1ssues with Altman," the
report mentioned.The members were
worried that the CEO wasn't always fully
transparent. Fresh details emerged in
Altman's ousting from OpenAl earlier this
month, with a new report claiming that the
company's old board deliberately excluded
Microsoft after initially voting to expel
Altman as CEQ.The New Yorker reported
that Microsoft executives, including
Chairman and CEO Satya Nadella, were
blindsided by the decision to oust Altman.
Several people in Microsoft found the
OpenAl board's decision "mind-bogglingly
stupid” and felt it could destroy the
ChatGPT developer.”When Nadella
recovered from his shock over Altman's
firing, he called an OpenAl board member,
Adam D'Angelo, and pressed him for
details," the report mentioned.OpenAl's
new board consists of chair Bret Taylor,
Larry Summers, and Adam D'Angelo, the
only remaining holdout from the previous
board. Microsoft is a major investor in
OpenAl, with a 49 per cent stake in the for-
profit entity.
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ANNAMALAI SENDS LEGAL NOTICE TO

CHENNAI: BJP State President K
Annamalai sent a legal notice to Mano
Thangaraj,

Minister of Milk and Dairy
Development, demanding Rs 1 crore
for making defamatory allegations
against him.

The legal notice stated that on
November 11, Annamalai published a
post in his X handle, alleging that the
minister reducing the milk
procurement rate and reducing the fat
content percent in the milk, further
selling it at an enhanced rate.

Due to his action the milk
manufacturers are turned towards
private players, causing huge loss to
Aavin and burdening the Aavin
consumers and general public, read the
legal notice.

Further, Annamalai exposed the
malpractice of the minister by
releasing a lab test report on his X

MANO THANGARAJ, DEMANDS RS 1 CR

handle, which stated that milk fat
content is low than the printed percent
on the packets, said the notice.

The notice stated that, countering to the
allegations the minister made baseless,
scandalous and defamatory allegations
in social media and in television
interview.

Further. the notice urged the minister
should refrain himself from making
any defamatory allegations against
Annamalai in any platform and tender
unconditional apology to him within
15 days.

The notice also demanded the minister
to pay Rs 1 crore to Aavin corpus fund,
that shall be distributed to hard
working farmers associated with
Aavin, for the damages caused.

It was also warned the minister if non
compliance with the notice, legal
proceedings will be taken against him.

LEAKAGE IN LPG CYLINDER-LADEN LORRY IN KOVAI

CHENNALI: Tension prevailed in
Coimbatore's Thirumalayam Palayam
as there was a leakage in an LPG
cylinder-laden lorry at the depot on
Saturday.The leakage was caused by a
wall collapse in the depot due to rain.
Witnesses to the incident, according to

Maalaimalar, say that a brick hit a gas
valve resulting in gas
leakage.Authorities rushed to the spot
and restricted the leakage preventing
any untoward incident. Locals said the
gas leak didn't harm the
neighbourhood much as it was raining.

SHAH TO CHAIR 26TH MEETING OF EASTERN

ZONAL COUNCIL IN

NEW DELHI: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair the 26th meeting
of the Eastern Zonal Council in Bihar's
capital on Sunday, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said on Saturday.
The Eastern Zonal Council comprises
the states of Bihar, West Bengal,
Odisha and Jharkhand. The meeting is
being organized by the Inter-State
Council Secretariat under the MHA in
collaboration with the government of
Bihar."The 26th meeting of the Eastern
Zonal Council will be attended by the
Chief Ministers of the member states
along with two senior ministers from
cach state. The Chief Secretaries and
other senior officers of the state
governments and senior officers of the
Central government will also
participate in the meeting," the MHA
said in a statement. Five Zonal
Councils were established in 1957
under Section 15-22 of the States
Reorganization Act, 1956.Union
Home Minister is the Chairman of
these five Zonal Councils, while the
Chief Ministers of the states and the
administrator as well as Lieutenant
Governor of the Union Territories from
the respective Zonal Council are its
members, one of whom is the Vice-
Chairman by rotation every year.Two
more ministers from each state are
nominated by the Governor as
members of the council. Each Zonal
Council has also constituted a standing
committee at the level of Chief
Secretaries. The Chief Minister of
Bihar is the Vice Chairman of the 26th
meeting of the Eastern Zonal Council.

The issues proposed by the states are
first presented for discussion before the
Standing Committee of the concerned
Zonal Council. Issues that cannot be
resolved by mutual consent are
presented for discussion in the Zonal
Council meeting.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has stressed the need to
leverage cooperative and competitive
federalism to achieve all-round
development. Zonal Councils believe
that strong states create a strong nation
and provide a platform and systematic
mechanism for regular dialogue and

BIHAR ON SUNDAY

discussion on issues affecting two or
more states or the Center and the states.
Over the last nine years, since 2014, a
total of 55 meetings of various Zonal
Councils have been held including 29
meetings of Standing Committees and
26 meetings of Zonal Councils. The
Zonal Councils play an advisory role,
but over the years these councils have
emerged as an important mechanism
for promoting mutual understanding
and cooperation in various fields.In
council meetings many important
decisions are taken such as the
minimum support price of Kodo, Kutki
and other minor millet crops at par with
Ragi, the release of the National
Framework for Sediment Management
in 2022 by the Ministry of Jal Shakti
under the Comprehensive Silt
Management Policy, the decision by
the State Level Technical Committee
to decide the scale of finance for lac
cultivation and to include lac
cultivation in Kisan Credit Card from
2022-23.The Zonal Councils discuss a
wide range of issues including mining,
central financial assistance on certain
items, creation of infrastructure, land
acquisition and land transfer, water
sharing, implementation of Direct
Benefit Transfer Scheme (DBT), state
reorganization and other matters of
common interest at the regional level,
Many issues of national importance are
also discussed in every meeting of the
Zonal Councils.These include
operationalization of Fast Track
Special Courts (FSTC) for speedy
investigation and speedy disposal of
rape cases against women and
children, facility of banks and India
Post Payment Bank branches within
five km of every village, formation of
two lakh new Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACSs) in the
country, eliminating malnutrition
among children through nutrition
campaign, reducing the drop-out rate
of school children, participation of
government hospitals in Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana and other issues of common
interest at the national level.

TO WIN BIG YOU SOMETIMES HAVE TO TAKE BIG RISKS
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BANGLADESH GETS FEMALE FIHEFIGHTEHS FOR FIHST TIME

DHAKA: For the first time in the
history of Bangladesh Fire Service and
Civil Defence (FSCD), 15 female
firefighters have joined the force, local
media reported.Bangladeshi Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
on Thursday welcomed the newly-
appointed female firefighters at a
ceremony in Dhaka, according to the
Dhaka Tribune. Those 15 women out of
2,707 applicants were selected as
firefighters through preliminary
screening, physical fitness, medical

tests, written tests and oral
examination, Xinhua news agency
reported.Last month, they officially
joined the force located in Purbachal
on the outskirts of Dhaka.Previously,
women worked at the FSCD as
officers, but none were appointed to the
firefighter position.In order to
eliminate gender discrimination, the
post of 'Fireman' in the country has
been recently changed to "Firefighter”
as per the order of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

NEWLY-ELECTED MLAS TAKE OATH AS MAIDEN
SESSION OF TELANGANA ASSEMBLY BEGINS

HYDERABAD: The first session of the
Third Telangana Assembly began here
on Saturday and the oath-taking
process of the newly-elected MLAs is
underway.

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy was
the first to take the oath, followed by
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka.

AIMIM MLA Akbaruddin Owaisi
presided over the proceedings as the
pro-tem Speaker.

Before the commencement of the
session, Owaisi was administered the
oath by Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan as the pro-tem Speaker
at Raj Bhavan.

MEA SECY VISITS LIECHTENSTEIN, SWITZERLAND
TO ENHANCE GOOPERATION BOOST BILATERAL TIES

NEW DELHI: In a diplomatic stride,
Sanjay Verma, Secretary (West),
embarked on a crucial visit to
Liechtenstein and Switzerland from
December 7-8 which included
exploring untapped avenues of
cooperation in Liechtenstein and
sustaining the momentum of bilateral
exchanges through the FOC with
Switzerland. During his visit to
Liechtenstein on December 7, the
Secretary (West) met Ambassador
Martin Frick, Director, Office of
Foreign Affairs for bilateral
discussions, the Ministry of External
AlTairs (MEA) said in a press release.

Both sides appreciated the completion
of 30 years of diplomatic relations
between India and Liechlenstein and
agreed that there is scope to enhance
overall ties. Sectors, including
industrial innovation, digitalisation,
medical science and R&D in niche
technologies, were highlighted as
potential arcas of cooperation, the
release also said. Discussions were
held on the India-EFTA Trade and
Economic Partnership (TEPA), India's
G20 Presidency, and global and
regional issues of mutual interest. The
Secretary (West) invited a business
delegation from Liechtenstein to India.

TO WIN

Secretary (West) also visited the
industrial facility of Hilti Corporation,
a world leader in construction
solutions across value chains. Hilti
employs around 2000 people in India,
it added.In Switzerland, Verma co-
chaired the 12th round of Foreign
Office Consultations (FOC) along with
Alexandre Fasel, State Secretary at the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
in Berne on December 8, 2023, The last
round of FOC took place on August 2,
2022, in New Delhi. During the FOC,
both sides undertook a comprehensive

review of their bilateral relations.

The two sides acknowledged that
bilateral relations have grown
significantly and are dynamic.
Discussions were held on political
engagements, bilateral trade and
investments, digitalisation,
innovation, S&T, mobility and skill
development.Both sides appreciated
the ongoing discussions on the India-
EFTA TEPA and the investment treaty
between India and Switzerland. Views
were also exchanged on gender
empowerment, India's G20

presidency, and multilateral issues,
including UNSC reforms and
cooperation at the UN.Global and
regional issues of mutual interest,
including the Indo-Pacific. Ukraine
and the situation in West Asia were also
discussed. Both sides agreed to hold
the next round of FOC in New Delhi on
mutually convenient dates, according
to MEA.Verma also called on Guy
Parmelin, Federal Councillor and
Head of the Federal Department of
Economic AfTairs, Education and
Research (EAER) of Switzerland.
While the visit of the Secretary (West)
to Liechtenstein provided an
opportunity to explore new areas of
cooperation, the FOC with
Switzerland continued the momentum
of bilateral exchanges. India and
Switzerland are celebrating 75 years of
the India-Switzerland Friendship
Treaty in 2023.There are more than
320 Swiss companies present in India
and around 140 Indian companics are
present in Switzerland. Bilateral trade
stands at above USD 17 billion.
Switzerland is the 12th largest investor
in India, with an overall investment of
approximately USD 10 billion, the
release said.

BIG YOU SOMETIMES HAVE TO TAKE BIG RISKS



R.Dis.No.1077/2022 RNI Number: TNBIL/2020/79792
10 g&FbuF2023 GuoL By 15insir L&aib - 22

10 DECEMBER 2023 METRO PEOPLE PAGE - 22

LIMeD& [H616T0T60T SIDEEHLL6m6T LDHMILD SLBILPS eunset el BeoTiiaeT DHMILD OSTLSeTeTTH6T Hed FHhiGSHHe0T [HMNI6U6TE SEmeDeuT
LM&LIT Sr@omT umedpapanrar Sieursefen Sipfleynissedlemup Bieaunss eFuweonsnT WHMID Breuns SIDMISTEUDT ST
SSIDWT Sleuaer Lolsggmb Lwieomsd UNSssiul L. SmGaunan® wHmIb asbbT GLUULD LGHUND 2_6T6en LDSEBEHHE OITLIRS6T
GULprRIBeoTIT.

& Kotak life

Secure your family against the
burden of loan repayment with
our life insurance solutions.

Visit www.kotaklife.com or call us at 1800-209-8800 today.

B . [
@ Hum hain... hamesha

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHOME CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS
IRTu) e pot ivaived n actvites like seling insurance: pokoles, announcng barus er investment of premiuns. Rublic receiving such phone salls rereguested 1o lodge a polics complent

Hotak Mahindra Life Insusance Company Lid. Fegn hio: 107, CIN: UEE030M-20009L 01 20305, Regd. (ffice: Ind Flool Piot ¥ C- 12, G- Block, 8KC Eandra (E) humba - 400081
Wetrsite: hitps:/ wwwbetakire.oom | WhatsAop 9321003007 | Toll free Mo, - 1800:200 8300, Fef. Nu. kU121 -22P-BE/14TE
Trade Loge disptiyed above belongs to Bank Limibed and ks usad by Kotak Mabindra Life | v Lid, under license,

Published & Printed by S.SUDHA, on behalf of GEMBRIO MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
“MOUNT CHAMBERS” (Office No.F) 2nd Floor, Door No.190, old No.758A, Anna Salai, Chennai - 600 002.
Printed at CHENNAI OFFSET PRINTERS, No0.19/1, 21/2, Kithabath khan bhadur Street Ellies Road, Chennai 600 002. Editor : S.SUDHA




10 9&1bL1T2023
10 DECEMBER 2023

G Bym inlsir

METRO PEOPLE

PAGE - 23

PREPARATIONS IN FULL SWING FOR BOARD EXAMS

CHENNALI With just three months
left, preparations for conducting board
exams for the students from Class X to
Clags XII in Tamil Nadu is in full
swing.In view of upcoming general
clections in May, School Education
Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
had announced Class X board exams
from March 3 to April 8. Similarly,
exams for class 11 students will be
from March 4 to 24 and class XII will
be from March 1 to 22. Over 23 lakh
students are expected to appear for
these exams. A senior official from the
Directorate of Examination told DT
Next the authorities concerned have
begun their work as the exams are held
early this year. "Reforms have been
brought in the setting of question
papers, which will promote critical
thinking skills among students," he
said adding printing of answer sheets
have also begun.Stating that all the
schools are instructed to conduct
revision exams in February as per the
schedule, he said "the headmasters are
told to ensure that the portions are
covered before the revision test." The

official added that the holidays

announced in four districts in view of
the flooding will be compensated by
conducting classes on Saturdays or
according to the local convenience.He
said all the science labs should be
equipped with all apparatus for
conducting practical exams. "The
headmasters were also instructed to
ensure uninterrupted internet
connection," he added. ‘“‘Meanwhile,
the authorities will also soon identify
the exam centres across the State," he
said adding, "accordingly, the chief
educational officer in each district will
prepare a list with regard to the exam
centres in their respective areas and
would send it to the directorate." He
said authorities will identify the
members of the flying squad based on
the report of the exam centres and
added, "a central team will also be
constituted to monitor the
preparedness for the board exams,"”
The official said the directorate will
ensure that the results are published as
per schedule.

FIVE NODAL OFFICERS APPOINTED WITH REGARD TO
HEOPENING OF TII SCHOOLS ON MONDAY

CHENNALI: As the schools in Tamil
Nadu are expected to be reopened from
Monday after one week's holiday due
to flooding caused by Michaung

cyclone, the School Education
Department has appointed five joint
directors as nodal officers for field
work in the rain ravaged districts
including Chennai.

The nodal officers will also look into
other districts such as Chengalpet,
Kancheepuram, Thiruvallur and
Ranipet, which was also severely
affected by the cyclone.

The Directorate of School Education,
in a circular, said that P A Naresh will
be in- charge of Chennai, P Ponniah
will be covering Kancheepuram, S
Amuthavalli will monitor Chengalpet,
M Ramasamy will be travelling to
Thiruvallur and Pon Kumar will take
care of Ranipet.

The circular further said that these
authorities along with their senior
colleagues will camp at their
respective districts and collect the

reports from the schools about the
implementation of standard operating
procedures.

A senior official from the School
Education Department said that the
authorities will complete their task this
Sunday so that the schools will be
reopened on Monday (December 11).
"The reports from the schools include
measures that were taken to check the
structure of the building, cleaning the
classrooms, checking the electricity
connections, present position of
compound walls, removing all the
garbage inside the premises and
providing pure drinking water
facilities".

Stating that the reports received from
the schools will also be verified by
surprise check by the authorities
concerned, he said "the management of
all the schools including private
institutions were instructed that all the
rain related works should be completed
on or before this Sunday".

Meanwhile, the directorate also gave
strict instructions to the private schools
that the institutions should not be open
on Saturday for any reasons, A separate
circular also said that stringent action
would be taken against the
management of the private schools if
they open the schools on Saturday
without the permission of the
authorities concerned.

CYCLONE MIBHAUNE EDU IJEI'T POSTPONES HALF-YEARLY EXAM T0 DEC 14

CHENNAIL:

Due to the impact of
cyclone Michaung, the Tamil Nadu
school education department has
postponed the half-yearly exams to
December 14 for students in Chennai,
Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur districts.Meanwhile, the
schools have been announced closure
on Thursday as part of flood mitigation

methods. Due to heavy rainfall and
subsequent flooding, the schools in
these districts have been closed since
December 3.

As per the circular from the
department, the half-yearly exam
earlier scheduled to begin on Thursday,
will now be held from November 14 to
20. And, it is likely that students of
government and aided schools in these
four districts will get separate question
papers.However, there is no change of
exam schedule for students between
classes 6 to 10. Additionally, the rest of
the districts will follow the original
half-yearly timetable, stated the
department circular.

ANNA UNIV T0 START COURSES IN IPRS

CHENNAIL: Anna University has
decided to start a certificate course on
patent search and drafting considering
the growing relevance of Intellectual
Property Rights (IPRs).

The courses will cover fundamental
aspects of [PRS, IP law. Best Practices
in IP filings in India, International
Filing (PCT), hands-on training on
patent search and patent drafting. The
course will be conducted by senior
practitioners and academicians in the
field of IPRs. As per the notification
issued by the University. the target

audience will be academicians,
research scholars, scientists, students,
entrepreneurs, businessmen, start-ups
and legal professionals, in addition to
industry professionals, who are keen to
implement best IP practices.

The objective of the short-term course
is to impart the basics of IPRs and the
Indian Patent Act and Rules,
understand best practices for drafting
complete, specifications for filing
patent applications, provide training
for patent agent aspirants and create
carcer opportunitics for IPaspirants.
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